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SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON MICROORGANISMS, 

BUDAPEST, APRIL 14-28, 1977 

REF: BUDAPEST 1247 

1 . REGRET REFTEL NOT RECEIVED IN TIME TO MEET DEADLINE 
FOR QUESTION, PARA 4, BUT REFTEL NOT RECEIVED UNTIL AFTER 
DEADLINE. DEPT ENDORSES USDEL POSITION ON KEEPING NUMBER 
OF LANGUAGES SMALL, BUT BELIEVES COMPROMISE SHOULD BE 
OPPOSED. IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT USSR WOULD NOT SEEK TO 
ATTACH SOME LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE TO SIGNED RUSSIAN TEXT, 

AND ALSO NOT CLEAR WHAT SUBSTANTIVE PURPOSE WOULD BE 
SERVED. HOWEVER, PROLIFERATION OF AUTHENTIC LANGUAGES 
POSES NO BAR TO USDEL SIGNATURE OF TREATY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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2. REGARDING PROLIFERATION OF AUTHENTIC LANGUAGES, THE 
PRIMARY OBJECTION WOULD RESULT FROM ADDED TIME AND EXPENSE 
IN PREPARING AND ADMINISTERING THE VARIOUS LANGUAGE TEXTS. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE TREATY SHOULD EITHER BE IN 

ALL THE AUTHENTIC LANGUAGE TEXTS AT TIME OF SIGNATURE OR 
A MECHANISM CREATED TO OBTAIN APPROVAL OF ALL THE ADDI- 
TIONAL LANGUAGE TEXTS BY ALL THE NEGOTIATING STATES AND 
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THIS CAN BE AN EXPENSIVE AND OFTEN LENGTHY PROCESS - AS 

CONTRASTED WITH THE MERE PREPARATION OF OFFICIAL TEXTS 
(ARTICLE 17, 1, B) WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE UNIVERSAL 
APPROVAL. FURTHER, THE CERTIFIED COPIES WOULD HAVE TO 
BE PREPARED IN ALL AUTHENTIC LANGUAGES. AS SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF WIPO IS TO BE DEPOSITORY, WIPO AND THEREFORE 
ITS CONTRIBUTORS WOULD HAVE TO BEAR THE ADDED EXPENSE. 

VANCE 
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